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This PhD thesis contains a descriptive multiple case study of summer bridge pro-
grams aimed at supporting underrepresented students during their transition 
into higher education. A critical narrative and inclusive support strategy allows 
students from non-traditional backgrounds to explore their hybrid, layered and 
silenced identities that are of true importance to become actively and academi-
cally engaged.
To all those social justice allies and outreach workers in the field of (higher) ed-
ucation, this research exists by the grace of your engagement and your ability 
to unravel counter-perspectives. To all those students, transitioning into Higher 
Education Institutions, your stories matter and are at the essence of transformative 
educational innovations
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